
WP 7: Supporting national 

TB control programmes
The aim of E-DETECT TB Work Package 7 is to support the

development of action plans in EU/EEA member states by surveying

TB control plans and strategies, and reviewing evidence for actions

to control and prevent TB. Information from the survey and reviews

will inform an expert meeting to develop a TB strategy toolkit.
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What do we need to know?

the current status of TB control plans 

and strategies in EU/EEA countries

the priority action areas for TB control

the main obstacles in each country

What do we need to do?

bring together up-to-date information and evidence for best 

practice

reach consensus on common approaches

share and communicate practical advice on how to develop 

and implement a national TB control plan or strategy

Gather information from national TB 

programme leaders across the EU/EEA 

regarding:

- availability, implementation and 

content of national TB control plans

- prioritisation of action areas and 

barriers to the implementation of 

interventions

Conduct systematic reviews of:

- the evidence base for interventions to 

control and prevent TB

- barriers and facilitators to TB control 

strategies in EU/EEA countries

Main objectives
Hold a meeting of national TB 

programme leads and other TB experts 

to:

- prioritise the summarised evidence 

within the context of EU/EEA countries

- arrive at a consensus regarding best 

approaches to TB control & prevention

Develop a toolkit to aid national TB plan 

development and implementation based 

on:

- evidence

- expert views

- experience in EU/EEA countries



WP 7: Supporting national 

TB control programmes

We have obtained up-to-date information on the development and implementation of national 

TB action plans and strategies across the EU/EEA by means of a web-based survey, with a 

100% response rate from the 31 EU/EEA member states

We have completed a systematic review of reviews of interventions for TB control and 

prevention in countries with low to medium TB incidence

We are reviewing evidence of barriers and facilitators to the implementation of TB control 

programmes in EU/EEA countries

Key achievements to date
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Key findings of the survey…

17 EU/EEA member states 

have a TB control plan or 

strategy, all of which are 

already being implemented

A further five countries intend 

to prepare and implement a TB 

control plan or strategy

23 EU/EEA countries have a 

clearly defined organisational 

structure and central 

coordination for TB control and 

prevention

Undocumented migrants were the population group 

most commonly reported as having a high unmet need 

for TB detection and treatment

The most commonly cited priority actions included 

reaching vulnerable population groups, targeted 

screening for active TB in high risk groups, 

implementing electronic TB case registries, and tackling 

multidrug resistant (MDR) TB

The most commonly cited barriers included insufficient 

numbers of specialist TB nurses, funding constraints on 

TB programmes and the wider healthcare system, and 

the need for communication between health and social 

care systems

Online survey of 31 EU/EEA 

member states

Survey of plans 
and strategies

Evidence 
review

Expert meeting
TB strategy 

toolkit

National TB programme 

leads and other TB experts

Effectiveness of 

interventions and barriers 

to implementation

Based on evidence, expert 

views and experience in 

EU/EEA countries


